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On the 21 of July President of Ukraine Volody-
myr Zelensky arrived to Japan with a three-
day working visit. V. Zelensky had meeting 
with the Prime Minister of Japan Sinzo Abe 

and the Intronization of the Emperor Narukhito. The 
first hour of his intercourse with Japan, V. Zelensky, 
had an opportunity to co-chair with the ex-president of 
Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarba ,vim, and the president 
of Brazil, J. Bolsonar, and was confined with the presi-
dent of Nimechchini F. Steinmeier.

Results of visit
 At the first glance of the program, the visitor’s pro-
gram is supernaturally full, but we will turn to the part 
of the country and then change our hands in the win-
ter, becoming more productive by becoming the presi-
dent’s out-of-date voyage.

At the meeting with J. Bolsonaro V. Zelensky I espe-
cially respected the agreement of cosmic projects in 
Brazil. Cosmic rozrobki - all the right and important 
straight forward, above all the practical requirements. 
However, it’s not worth it to forget about the “positive” 
expansion of missile defense in Brazil, which ended in 
denunciation in a one-sided way (on the side of Brazil) 
and the magnificent dignitaries for Ukraine, which are 
estimated at an estimated 800 million dollars. It’s pos-
sible that we are warto to brood over the goals of real 
space projects in Japan and Japan. In the first place, 
the prospect of a wide range of initiatives becomes 
quite foggy.

Now, with one important and important victory, we’ll 
name the two presidents - V. Zelensky and F. Steinmei-
er. The key topics of rozmovi predicted steel: the situa-
tion in the Donbas and preparation for the preparation 
in the framework of the Norman format. After an hour 
of talks V. Zelensky’s decree after having agreed that 
the Ukrainian side would take the goose’s hands and 
“gobble everything up” to conduct a round of talks on 
the river of the heads of the Normandy’s powers. How-
ever, judging by the rhetoric of the Ukrainian president, 
it is possible to sow the gadgets, and the process of 
preparation for the most urgent need to fix the peace 
is dragged on by the Kremlin. With this rank, V. Zelen-
sky, having been reluctant to cross publicly to Moscow 
and take part in the role, I’m ready to dialogue. About 
practical results, it’s important to say especially well 
not to bring it even to the point of view, F. Steinmeier 
can’t bring the number down quietly, so that you can 
take a specific decision for the whole process.

Most important meetings have stumbled on the unin-
terrupted political and business of Japan. V. Zelensky 
stating about the need for a free reservation for the 
visa-free regime for our people in front of the olympic 
igor 2020 rock. At the talks with S. Abe, the president 
voted on the idea that Ukraine was seized in the heap 
of Japanese investment and real estate projects in 
the territory of our country. Later in the year, at the ex-
pense of Japanese parliamentarians and representa-
tives of the business, the president discussed the pros-
pects of developing the Ukrainian IT sector and the 

Vladimir Zelensky in Japan
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possibility of transferring to the concession okremich 
about our infrastructure.

Without a doubt, the Asian straight forward, please 
wait too long to defend all the priorities of Ukraine, al-

though I want to generate the most part of the GDP 
and I can offer new opportunities for Ukrainian goods. 
However, in this video game, it will be necessary to fo-
cus on the prospects of developing bilateral coopera-
tion with Japan, and from time to time components. 
Completely build up the potential of trade and econom-
ic opportunities, which can be manifested in the invest-
ments and the transfer of a significant part of the busi-
ness to Ukraine, as well as the need for information 
about the IT sector, and to become more interested in 
it. One more precise dotica can be the appearance of 
territorial claims in Russia on both sides of both pow-
ers. At the Danish moment, the potential potential in 
non-smoking areas is practically not victorious.

Prior to the positive aspects of bilateral cooperation, it 
is possible to bring to Japan those, including through 
the territorial claim to Russia, by selling financial sup-
port to Ukraine. Zokrem, in the period from 2014 to 
2019, Ukraine rivaled approximately 1.8 billion dollars; 
help was provided in Japan. However, a straightfor-
ward investment in the Ukrainian economy will be crit-
ically low, which can be considered a real indicator of 
Ukrainian “reforms”. Prior to the important changes in 

Japan and Japan, it would be safe to have an ecology 
meeting, but now it’s time to go ahead of time, and the 
secretary of the National Security and Defense Council, 
Oleksiy Danilov, and Ambassador Takashi Kura of Ja-
pan will be welcome.

The proprietary visibility of Ukraine’s pri-
orities in expanded bilateral relations  

with Japan:
Claiming direct investment in the Ukrainian economy 
and the revised bilateral trade;
Zberezhennya p³dtrimki Japan ³ at nourishment 
Ukrainian-rossiyskikh vidnosin: prodovzhennya  
sanction;
The abolition of material and technical assistance 
was needed to prevent accidents at the ChNPP and to 
strengthen nuclear safety;
Submission of Japanese Investment and Infrastruc-
ture Projects in the Territory of Ukraine.
On October 21, President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelen-
sky arrived in Japan for a three-day working visit. V. 
Zelensky met with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe and visited the enthronement of Emperor Naru-
hito. During his stay in Japan, V. Zelensky talked with 
former President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev, 
President of Brazil J. Bolsonar and met with German 
President F. Steinmeier.

Results of the visit
 At first glance, the program of the visit was extreme-
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ly rich, but we propose to return to the substantive part 
and to consider how productive the foreign policy voy-
age of the president has become.

At a meeting with J. Bolsonar, V. Zelensky paid spe-
cial attention to discussing space projects with Brazil. 
Space development is the right and important direction 
that you really need to work on. However, one should 
not forget the "positive" experience of rocketry with 
Brazil, which ended with the unilateral denunciation of 
the agreement (by Brazil) and huge losses for Ukraine, 
estimated at $ 800 million. Perhaps we should focus 
on creating real space projects with the same Japan or 
South Korea. Otherwise, the prospects for this initiative 
remain vague.

Another important event is the meeting of two pres-
idents - V. Zelensky and F. Steinmeier. The key top-
ics of the conversation were predicted: the situation 
in the Donbass and preparation for the meeting in the 
Norman format. During the talks, V. Zelensky repeat-
edly emphasized that the Ukrainian side is fully ful-
filling its obligations and "did everything necessary" 
to hold the next round of negotiations at the level of 
heads of state of the Norman Four. However, judging 
by the rhetoric of the Ukrainian president, we can con-
clude that the process of preparation for this meeting 

is beginning to be overly delayed by the Kremlin. Thus, 
Zelensky tried to shift public responsibility to Moscow 
and act as a party ready for dialogue. The practical re-
sults of this meeting are not particularly discussed, 
in fact, F. Steinmeier cannot be considered as one of 
those who make specific decisions in this process.

The most important meetings concerned directly with 
the political and business circles of Japan. V. Zelen-
sky has stated his expectations about the introduc-
tion of a visa-free regime for our citizens on the eve of 
the 2020 Olympic Games. During the talks with S. Abe, 
the President stressed that Ukraine is interested in at-
tracting Japanese investments and implementing joint 
infrastructure projects in the territory of our country. 
Later, at meetings with Japanese parliamentarians and 
business representatives, the President discussed the 
prospects for the development of the Ukrainian IT sec-
tor and the possibility of awarding certain objects of 
our infrastructure to the concession.

Undoubtedly, the Asian trend has always remained 
somewhat out of line with Ukraine's priorities, though 
it generates a significant share of world GDP and can 
open up many new opportunities for Ukrainian goods. 
However, in this case, we suggest focusing on the 
prospects for developing bilateral cooperation with 
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Japan, based on many components. It is advisable to 
increase the potential of trade and economic coopera-
tion, which can be manifested in investments and the 
transfer of a large part of production to Ukraine, it is 
also worth mentioning about information technologies 
and IT-sector, which are of great interest for Tokyo. An-
other point of contact may be the territorial claims on 
both sides of Russia. At present, the potential for coop-
eration in the security plane is practically unused.

The positive aspects of bilateral cooperation include 
the fact that Japan, including through its own territori-
al claims towards Russia, continues to provide finan-
cial support to Ukraine. In particular, between 2014 and 
2019, Ukraine received about $ 1.8 billion in assistance 
from Japan. However, the level of direct investment in 
the Ukrainian economy remains critically low, which 
can be considered a real indicator of Ukraine's "re-
forms". The list of important areas of cooperation with 
Japan should include ecology and cybersecurity, which 
was made known on the eve of the visit, during the 
meeting of NSDC Secretary Alexei Danilov with Japa-
nese Ambassador Takashi Kurai.

We propose to identify Ukraine's  
priorities in expanding bilateral  

cooperation with Japan:
Attracting direct investment in the Ukrainian economy 
and increasing bilateral trade;
Maintaining Japan's support for Ukraine-Russia rela-
tions: continued sanctions;
Obtaining material and technical assistance to elim-
inate the effects of the Chernobyl disaster and 
strengthen nuclear safety;

Attraction of Japanese investments for infrastructure 
projects in Ukraine.
In this direction, it is worth focusing on some positive 
developments. It should be reminded that at the begin-
ning of this year, the Japanese Agency for International 
Cooperation JICA (the official lender from the Govern-
ment of Japan) agreed on a loan portfolio of about $ 1 
billion for the reconstruction of the Bortnitsa  
Aeration Station.

Japan's interests:
Failure to recognize the consequences of the Russian 
aggression against Ukraine in the form of de jure occu-
pation of Crimea and de facto occupation of ORDLO to 
prevent the implementation of a similar scenario in re-
lations with the PRC regarding the disputed Senkaku / 
Daoyidao Islands;
Finding a balance between the continuation of the pol-
icy of support for Ukraine in the Ukrainian-Russian war, 
and on the other, the creation of all necessary condi-
tions to solve the problem of the four disputed Kuril Is-
lands and the signing of a peace agreement with the 
Russian Federation;
Continuation of cooperation on issues after the Cher-
nobyl-Fukushima emergency response in order to ob-
tain a unique Ukrainian experience and the possibility 
of testing techniques in the exclusion zone, which will 
then be used to further eliminate the consequences of 
the Fukushima-1 NPP accident.
Therefore, our interests overlap with many positions 
that should be used to enhance bilateral cooperation, 
attract investment and strengthen security  
cooperation.
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What should be done by the new 
team of the president to develop  
bilateral relations with the USA?

RECCOMENDATIONS FROM NICOLAY VOROBIEV, EXPERT OF JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

 to achieve the end of the conflict in the Donbass. 
The current leadership of the White House is in-
terested in reducing military escalation around 
the world, including with the Russian Federation, 
with which relations with the United States have 
slipped to the level of the most difficult periods of 
the Cold War. Trump was elected as a “dealmaker” 
in the elections, and therefore it is in his own inter-
ests to stop spending taxpayers' money on wars, 
especially in those regions where the US has no 
direct interests. In this regard, US Chargé d'Affair-
es in Ukraine W. Taylor has already announced 
Washington’s readiness to enter into negotiations 
if the “Norman format” fails;

 strengthen the diplomatic corps, primarily through 
the Embassy,   as well as the Consulate of Ukraine 
in the United States. To do this, it is worth updat-
ing the staff, as well as changing those who were 
appointed according to the “political” quota by the 
previous Administration, replacing them with ca-
reer diplomats (a frequent practice in the USA and 
other Western countries);

 to stimulate the US military-industrial complex by 
providing and exchanging military technologies 
between the two countries, as well as counteract-
ing the cyber attacks that Ukraine has repeatedly 
been subjected to over the past few years;

 take a more proactive defense position. Initiate in-

vestigations into the theft of the military-industrial 
complex, including Ukroboronprom, especially pay 
attention to Western capital, which was invested 
in the defense sector of Ukraine;

 to pay special attention to the experience of the 
fight against disinformation on the part of the 
Russian Federation, since the same methods 
were used by the Kremlin during the US elections - 
2016, and may well be repeated in 2020;

 maximally interest American citizens and the 
White House leadership in the economic advan-
tages of Ukraine. To do this, the country needs to 
improve its performance in the international rat-
ings of Doing Business, Transparency Internation-
al and other platforms that display financial at-
tractiveness for foreign investors;

 to interest the American side in the danger of 
completing the construction of the Severen 
Stream 2 branch, a project that will significantly 
weaken the transit potential of Ukraine, as well as 
put a number of EU countries directly dependent 
on the energy resources of the Russian Federa-
tion;

 assist in the investigation of US law enforcement 
agencies, including the FBI, the Department of 
Justice for corruption and other frauds in Ukraine 
and abroad, in which US law was violated;

 to maintain neutrality in the intra-American polit-
ical discourse, given the fact that Ukraine will at-
tend it in the elections — 2020;

 use leverage in Congress (Congressional Ukraine 
Caucus, Ukrainian Congress Committee, US-
Ukraine business Council) to stimulate increased 
sanctions against Russia, as well as increased aid 
for Ukraine;

 promotion of cultural and educated products of 
Ukraine through exchange programs (“exchange 
programs”), internships (“fellowships”) with Ameri-
can partners.
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How can relationships develop during the adminis-
tration of the Trump administration? Can Ukraine 
benefit?

This is a very difficult question. We see that in the 
Trump administration, opinions about Ukraine differ. 
On the one hand, we have the official position of the 
US State Department, which supports Ukraine and 
its efforts to reform, move closer to the Euro-Atlan-
tic community. The clear signal of such support was 
the appointment of Kurt Volcker as Special Repre-
sentative of the US State Department for Ukraine. 
On the other hand, numerous fuzzy messages are 
pouring in from the White House. President Donald 
Trump's latest statement that the $ 250 million al-
located to support Ukraine's security will be tem-
porarily frozen pending a proper budget review is a 
worrying sign. However, Ukraine has strong support 
outside the White House in the form of Congress, 
which has approved the appropriation. It is possi-
ble that it is with politicians who believe in Ukraine's 
right path to Euro-Atlantic integration that there 
are better opportunities for cooperation. In gener-
al, it is very difficult to say how the Trump White 
House seeks to build relations with Ukraine and how 
Ukraine can gain additional benefits from these re-
lations. In addition, next year, less attention will be 
paid to external relations, as 2020 is the year of the 
US presidential election. So, Ukraine may have to 
wait a while before real shifts in Ukrainian-American 
relations take place.

When will Zelensky and Trump meet in person? 
What issues can be discussed?

It was initially expected that such a meeting would 
be held in Warsaw during the commemoration of 
the 80th anniversary of the outbreak of World War II. 
Unfortunately, Trump was forced to cancel his trip, 
instead Vice President Mike Pence went to Poland. 
So Zelensky met Pence anyway - their meeting was 
quite positive.

We know that Zelensky received an invitation to visit 
the White House, but we do not yet know when that 
will happen. I am sure that the issue of support for 
Ukraine will be raised. I also think that the topic of 
relations with Russia and the ways of resolving the 
conflict in the Donbass will be discussed. Howev-
er, it is unclear what approach the White House will 
take to address these issues. Another problem re-
cently mentioned by John Bolton, US national secu-
rity adviser, concerns China's influence on Ukraine 
as a result of the Chinese company trying to buy a 
Ukrainian Motor Sich enterprise.

Is there an opportunity for US active involvement 
in the Normandy format, including US accession to 
this negotiating platform?

Yes, I think America can play a more active role, in-
cluding even becoming a member of the Norman-
dy format. In my opinion, there has not been much 
progress on the platform so far to ensure prop-
er implementation of the Minsk Agreements. This 
means that the Normandy format is not completely 
successful, and the negotiations are in a deadlock. 
Changing the configuration of diplomatic negotia-
tions can help end the conflict and possibly even 
force the Russian Federation to take responsibility 
for its illegal actions. I think that Ukraine will be glad 
to see the USA in the Normandy format.

The American perspectives  
of Ukraine
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